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Lions: The King of the Jungle
By C4A Academy

Lions are one of the most magnificent animals in the animal kingdom. Lions
are a SPECIES of big cat known for their powerful appearance, beautiful
manes, and MAJESTIC roar, which can be heard up to 5 miles away. It
helps them communicate with other lions and scare away INTRUDERS. It
is one of the most recognizable sounds in the wild. Lions are the second-
largest living cat after tigers. Lions are known for their UNIQUE social
structure and close-knit pride dynamics. They are an important part of the
African ECOSYSTEM and are often referred to as the king of the jungle.

[SPELL] UNIQUE

[SPELL] SPECIES

[SPELL] INTRUDERS

[SPELL] ECOSYSTEM

[K] What animal are we talking about? LIONS

[K] What is the largest living cat species? TIGERS

[K] Lions are known for their roar. MAJESTIC

[K] Lions are often referred to as the king of the . JUNGLE

[SO] What are lions known for? APPEARANCE, POWERFUL
APPEARANCE, MANES, BEAUTIFUL MANES, ROAR, MAJESTIC ROAR
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Lions are easily recognizable due to their unique physical characteristics.
They have a large and muscular body covered with DISTINCTIVE TAWNY
(yellowish brown)-colored fur, and a TUFTED tail. Lions are the only big
cats that have a mane. Male lions’ manes are usually more prominent than
those of females, and can range in color from blonde to black. Their mane
helps to protect their neck during fights with other lions. Strong legs and
paws help lions run up to 50 miles per hour. They are also known for their
impressive strength and AGILITY, making them fearsome predators in the
wild. Males can weigh up to 500 pounds and females up to 400 pounds.

[SPELL] TUFTED

[SPELL] NECK

[SPELL] DISTINCTIVE

[SPELL] TAWNY

[K] What protects a lion’s neck during a fight? MANE

[N] Female lions can weigh up to pounds. 400
[K] Lion manes range in color from blond to . BLACK
[SO] Lions are known for their impressive . STRENGTH, AGILITY

Lions are native to the African grasslands in several countries including
Kenya, TANZANIA, South Africa, and ZIMBABWE. In the past, they were
also found in other regions including Asia, but their range has declined
significantly. Lions prefer habitats with plenty of prey and cover, such as
SAVANNAS and grasslands. They are adaptable to different environments
and THRIVE in different regions of Africa. Lions like to live in open spaces
where they can see their prey from a distance. However, as human
populations expand into lion habitats, lion populations are DECLINING.

[SPELL] TANZANIA

[SPELL] THRIVE

[SPELL] ZIMBABWE

[K] Are lion populations increasing or declining? DECLINING

[SO] Lions prefer habitats that provide them with plenty of prey and cover,
such as . GRASSLANDS, SAVANNAS

[SO] Name a country that lions are native to. KENYA, TANZANIA, SOUTH
AFRICA, ZIMBABWE

[VAKT] Life Story of Lions in Nature (2:30 min.)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TeCkm-BEZ-8

[O] Would going on a safari be exciting or scary for you? Why?
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Lions are CARNIVORES, which means they only eat meat. Their favorite
prey is zebras, BUFFALOS, and ANTELOPES, but they also eat other
animals like gazelles and warthogs. They hunt both at night and during the
day. Lions are skilled hunters and use teamwork to bring down larger
PREY. Lions also SCAVENGE (rummage) for food and will eat the kills of
other predators if given the opportunity. They are excellent hunters and
have a keen sense of sight, hearing, and smell.

[SPELL] SCAVENGE

[SPELL] ANTELOPES

[SPELL] WARTHOGS

[K] Lions use teamwork to bring down larger . PREY

[K] What are animals that only eat meat known as? CARNIVORES

[SO] What are lions’ favorite prey? ZEBRAS, BUFFALOS, ANTELOPES
[SO] Name one of a lion’s keen senses. SIGHT, HEARING, SMELL

Lions are known to be APEX predators, which means they sit at the top of
the food chain and have no natural predators. So, they play a CRUCIAL
role in maintaining the balance and health of their ecosystem, as they have
a significant impact on the populations of HERBIVORES (plant eaters). By
controlling the populations of their prey, lions help to ensure that these
species do not OVERGRAZE the grasslands, which can lead to
environmental DEGRADATION and the loss of habitats for other species.

[SPELL] APEX
[SPELL] CRUCIAL
[SPELL] OVERGRAZE

[K] Apex predators are at the top of the . FOOD CHAIN
[K] What are plant eaters defined as? HERBIVORES
[K] Overgrazing can lead to environmental . DEGRADATION

Lions live in social groups called PRIDES of up to 15, which typically
consist of related females, cubs, and a few dominant males. The pride is
led by the females, who hunt and care for the young together. Males
DEFEND the pride's TERRITORY and mate with females. Throughout the
year, lions have litters of 1-6 cubs, who stay around for 2-3 years before
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they are forced to leave and find a new pride. This maintains the GENETIC
DIVERSITY of the population by preventing inbreeding.

[SPELL] DIVERSITY

[SPELL] GENETIC

[SPELL] GROUPS

[SPELL] DEFEND

[K] Lions live in social groups called . PRIDES

[N] Up to how many lions typically live in a pride? 15

[N] Lions can have litters of up to how many cubs? 6

[K] The area a pride lives within is called its . TERRITORY
[SO] Which three types of lions exist together in a pride? MALES,
FEMALES, CUBS

[SO] Why are cubs forced to find a new pride after they grow up?
GENETIC DIVERSITY, PREVENT INBREEDING, MAINTAIN THEIR
HEALTH, etc.

[VAKT] Lion Cubs! (2:18 min.)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmGW9lopyKw

The distribution of lions has declined greatly in the last century due to a
number of factors, including habitat loss and POACHING (illegal hunting).
As human populations grow and expand, lions are losing the grasslands
that they depend on for survival. This has resulted in FRAGMENTED
(separated) populations that are ISOLATED from one another, reducing the
genetic diversity of the species and making them more VULNERABLE to
disease and other threats. Lions are also hunted for their skin and bones,
which are used in traditional medicine and for sport. Today, lions are
classified as a vulnerable species, with populations estimated to be
between 20,000 and 30,000 individuals.

[SPELL] ISOLATED

[SPELL] CENTURY

[SPELL] SPORT

[K] What is illegal hunting known as? POACHING

[SO] As a result of habitat loss, lions live in populations.
SEPARATED, FRAGMENTED, ISOLATED

[K] Because of this, lions are more to disease and other threats.
VULNERABLE
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[SO] What are lions hunted for? SKIN, BONES, TRADITIONAL MEDICINE,
SPORT

[N] How many lions are estimated to be alive in the world today? 20,000 TO
30,000

CONSERVATION efforts are underway to protect and restore the lion
population around the world. These efforts include habitat RESTORATION,
anti-poaching patrols, and breeding programs to increase the genetic
diversity of captive populations. Zoos and wildlife RESERVES also play a
crucial role in preserving lions, by providing safe habitats for captive
populations and educating the public about the importance of these
magnificent CREATURES. By working together, conservation organizations
and governments can help to ensure the survival of lions and their habitats
for future GENERATIONS.

[SPELL] CONSERVATIONS

[SPELL] CREATURES

[SPELL] FUTURE

[K] Organizations are working to preserve lions for future
GENERATIONS

[SO] Conservation efforts include . RESTORATION, BREEDING
PROGRAMS, ANTI-POACHING PATROLS

[SO] Which organizations play a crucial role in preserving lions? ZOOS,
WILDLIFE RESERVES

[PK] Name a movie that features at least one lion. THE LION KING; THE
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH, AND THE
WARDROBE, THE WIZARD OF OZ, etc.

[O] What do you think about lions?

This lesson was written with the assistance of ChatGPT.

Sources:
https://www.nathab.com/blog/africa-story-why-do-lions-roar
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/facts/lion
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