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Pyramids 
By C4A Academy 

 

 
Chichén Itzá in modern-day Yucatán, México 

 
PYRAMIDS are massive structures that were built thousands of years ago 
by civilizations such as the ancient EGYPTIANS and the MAYA. The 
pyramids are known for their enormous size and INTRICATE designs, and 
they are considered to be some of the greatest architectural achievements 
of the ancient world. The construction of pyramids was a massive 
undertaking that required thousands of workers and many years of effort. 
The process of building a pyramid involved several steps. Each step was 
carefully planned and executed to ensure the stability and LONGEVITY of 
the finished structure. 
 
[SPELL]  PYRAMIDS 
[SPELL]  INTRICATE 
[SPELL]  MASSIVE 
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[K] Pyramids are massive ______ that were built thousands of years ago. 
STRUCTURES 
[K] The construction of pyramids required thousands of ______. 
WORKERS 
[SO] Each step of construction was carefully planned to ensure the ______ 
of the finished structure. STABILITY, LONGEVITY 
[SO] What was one of the two civilizations mentioned in the lesson? 
EGYPTIANS, MAYA 
[PK] What language do people primarily speak in Mexico? SPANISH 
[O] What would you most like to build? 
 
 
The first step in the CONSTRUCTION of a pyramid was the creation of a 
solid FOUNDATION. The foundation had to be strong enough to support 
the WEIGHT of the pyramid, which could reach up to several million tons. 
In ancient Egypt, the foundation was typically made of a mixture of sand 
and gravel, which was COMPACTED to form a solid base. In some cases, 
the foundation was also lined with stones to prevent the sand from 
SHIFTING. 
 
[SPELL]  CONSTRUCTION 
[SPELL]  WEIGHT 
[SPELL]  MIXTURE 
[K] The first step in construction was the creation of a solid ______. 
FOUNDATION 
[K] The pyramid could weigh up to several ______. MILLION TONS 
[K] The foundation was ______ to form a solid base. COMPACTED 
[SO] What did the foundation contain? SAND, GRAVEL, MIXTURE OF 
SAND AND GRAVEL 
 
 
Once the foundation was finished, the pyramid’s walls could be 
constructed. Large stone blocks that could weigh up to 80 tons each were 
usually QUARRIED (extracted) from nearby mountains. Then they were 
TRANSPORTED to the construction site and carefully positioned to form 
the walls. Some quarries were over 100 km (60 miles) away from the 
building sites. The blocks were shaped and fitted together with great 
PRECISION, creating an incredibly strong, stable structure. The process of 
building the walls was repeated until the pyramid was complete, with each 
block layer slightly smaller than the one below it to create a SLOPE. 
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[SPELL]  QUARRIED 
[SPELL]  TRANSPORTED 
[N] How far away were some quarries from the building sites? 100 KM (60 
MILES) AWAY 
[K] The process of layering the blocks with slightly smaller blocks crested 
the pyramid’s ______. SLOPE 
[K] The stones were fitted together with great ______. PRECISION 
[SO] This process created an incredibly ______ structure. STRONG, 
STABLE 
[O] What do you associate with mountains? 
 
 
In addition to the walls, the INTERIOR of the pyramid was also constructed. 
Passages, chambers, and SHAFTS were carved into the stone, providing 
access to the chamber where the members of the royal family would be 
ENTOMBED (preserved after death). The walls of the interior chambers 
were often lined with gold, silver, or other PRECIOUS materials, and the 
burial chamber was typically filled with valuable treasures and ARTIFACTS. 
The final step in the construction of a pyramid was the placement of the 
CAPSTONE. The capstone, which was usually made of solid gold or other 
precious materials, was placed on top of the pyramid, completing the 
structure. The capstone served as a symbol of the ancient civilization's 
technological and architectural PROWESS.  
 
[SPELL]  INTERIOR 
[SPELL]  ENTOMBED 
[SPELL]  PRECIOUS 
[SO] What was carved in the stone of the pyramid’s interior? PASSAGES, 
CHAMBERS, SHAFTS 
[K] The final step in the construction of a pyramid was the placement of the 
______. CAPSTONE 
[K] The capstone served as a symbol of the ancient civilization’s 
technological and architectural ______. PROWESS 
[SO] What were the interior chambers of the pyramid lined with? GOLD, 
SILVER, PRECIOUS MATERIALS 
[SO] What was the burial chamber typically filled with? TREASURES, 
ARTIFACTS 
[O] What else could a capstone be made out of? 
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[VAKT] Trace the Pyramids of Giza with your finger. 
 

https://isramisraelusa.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Egypt.-Cairo-Giza.-General-view-of-pyramids-from-the-Giza-Plateau.jpg 
 
 
Egyptian pyramids were built as tombs for PHARAOHS, their CONSORTS, 
and members of the royal family and served as a symbol of their power and 
wealth. The pyramids were constructed over a period of several hundred 
years, from around 2630 BCE to around 1640 BCE, during the Old and 
Middle Kingdom periods of ancient Egypt. The Great Pyramids of GIZA, 
located near CAIRO, Egypt, are famous and well-preserved. These 
pyramids, which include the Great Pyramid of Giza, the Pyramid of Khafre 
(Ca-free), and the Pyramid of Menkaure (Mein-ku-rea), were built as tombs 
for pharaohs of the Fourth DYNASTY of the Old Kingdom of Egypt. The 
Great Pyramid of Giza, the largest of the three pyramids, is considered to 
be one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. It was originally 146 
meters (481 feet) tall, but today, it stands at 138 meters (455 feet) tall due 
to the loss of its PYRAMIDION or capstone.  
 
[SPELL]  PHARAOHS 
[SPELL]  PYRAMIDION​  
[SPELL]  CONSORTS​ ​  
[K] The Great Pyramid of Giza is considered one of the ______ ______ of 
the Ancient World. SEVEN WONDERS 
[K] The Egyptian pyramids were built during the fourth ______. DYNASTY 
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[K] The Great Pyramids of Giza are located near which Egyptian city? 
CAIRO 
[SO] The pyramids symbolized the pharaoh’s ______. POWER, WEALTH 
[N] When did the Old and Middle Kingdom periods of ancient Egypt begin 
and end? 2630 BCE TO 1640 BCE 
 
 
Ancient pyramids are found throughout the land that is now called Mexico 
and Central America, many of which were built by the AZTEC and MAYA 
civilizations. These pyramids were used for a variety of purposes, including 
religious CEREMONIES, ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS, and as 
tombs for powerful leaders. They are considered to be some of the most 
impressive architectural achievements of the ancient world. Their size, 
design, and history continue to CAPTIVATE visitors from around the world. 
 
[SPELL]  ASTRONOMICAL 
[SPELL]  CAPTIVATE 
[SPELL]  PURPOSES 
[K] Pyramids were used for religious ______. CEREMONIES 
[K] Pyramids were used for astronomical ______. OBSERVATIONS 
[K] Pyramids were used as ______ for powerful leaders. TOMBS 
[SO] Where can we find ancient pyramids? MEXICO, CENTRAL AMERICA 
[SO] Many pyramids in Mexico and Central America were built by which 
civilizations? AZTEC, MAYA 
[SO] These pyramids captivate visitors with their ______. SIZE, DESIGN, 
HISTORY 
 
 
One of the most FAMOUS examples of such pyramids is the Pyramid of the 
Sun, located in the ancient city of Teotihuacán (te-aw-tee-wah-kahn). Built 
around 100 CE, the Pyramid of the Sun is the largest pyramid in Mexico, 
standing at over 70 meters tall and covering an area of over 225,000 
square meters. Historians believe that the Teotihuacans used this pyramid 
for religious ceremonies and astronomical observations. The pyramid was 
also considered to be a sacred place, where the gods could be 
CONTACTED and the fate of the world DETERMINED. 
 
[SPELL]  CONTACTED 
[SPELL]  DETERMINED 
[SPELL]  FAMOUS 
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[K] What is the largest pyramid in Mexico? PYRAMID OF THE SUN 
[N] The Pyramid of the Sun covers an area of over ______. 225,000 
SQUARE METERS 
[N] When was the Pyramid of the Sun built? 100 CE 
[SO] The Pyramid of the Sun was considered to be ______. A SACRED 
PLACE, SACRED 
[O] Why do you think pyramids were used for astronomical observations? 
 
 
Another notable example is the Temple of the Warriors in the ancient city of 
Chichén Itzá. The Temple of the Warriors is a massive COMPLEX of 
several pyramids and buildings, many of which are decorated with intricate 
carvings and SCULPTURES. It was built by the Maya civilization in the 9th 
century and was used for religious ceremonies, astronomical observations, 
and military BARRACKS. Today, it is a popular TOURIST DESTINATION 
and a symbol of the rich history and culture of the Maya. 
 
[SPELL]  TOURIST 
[SPELL]  COMPLEX 
[SPELL]  DESTINATION​  
[K] What pyramid is in Chichén Itzá? TEMPLE OF THE WARRIORS 
[SO] The Temple of the Warriors complex consists of several pyramids and 
______. BUILDINGS, MILITARY BARRACKS, BARRACKS 
[SO] What is the Temple of the Warriors decorated with? INTRICATE 
CARVINGS, SCULPTURES, CARVINGS 
[SO] The Temple of the Warriors is a symbol of the ___ of the Maya. RICH 
HISTORY, CULTURE, HISTORY  
[N] When was the complex built? 9TH CENTURY 
[O] What do you think is most interesting about pyramids? 
 
 
The MYSTERY surrounding pyramids has captivated people for centuries. 
Despite the vast amount of study that has been DEVOTED to these 
structures, many aspects of their construction remain unknown. One of the 
biggest mysteries surrounding pyramids is how the ancient Egyptians were 
able to construct these massive structures without the use of modern tools 
and EQUIPMENT. The exact methods used to build the pyramids, as well 
as the IDENTITIES of the workers who built them, remain unknown. Many 
theories have been proposed, including the use of ramps, levers, and 
PULLEYS, but no definitive explanation has been found. 
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[SPELL]  MYSTERY 
[SPELL]  DEVOTED 
[SPELL]  EXACT 
[K] A vast amount of ______ has been devoted to pyramids. STUDY 
[K] Many aspects of the construction of pyramids remain ______. 
UNKNOWN 
[SO] Some people believe that pyramids were built with the use of ______. 
RAMPS, LEVERS, PULLEYS 
[SO] Pyramids were built without the use of modern ______. TOOLS, 
EQUIPMENT 
[SO] What is one big mystery about pyramids? HOW THE PYRAMIDS 
WERE BUILD, IDENTITIES OF THE WORKERS, EXACT METHODS OF 
BUILDING, HOW PYRAMIDS WERE BUILT WITHOUT MODERN 
EQUIPMENT 
[VAKT] How did they build the Great Pyramid of Giza? (1:29 min.) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJBlEPOj4Fk  
[O] How do you think the Great Pyramid was built? 
 
 
Another mystery surrounding pyramids is their purpose. While it is widely 
ACCEPTED that the pyramids were used as TOMBS, many believe that 
they served a much greater purpose. Some believe that they were used as 
a means of COMMUNICATING with the gods. Despite the lack of concrete 
EVIDENCE, these theories continue to captivate people from around the 
world. 
 
[SPELL]  ACCEPTED 
[SPELL]  COMMUNICATING 
[SPELL]  EVIDENCE 
[K] Another mystery surrounding pyramids is their ______. PURPOSE 
[K] It is widely accepted that the pyramids were used as ______. TOMBS 
[O] What do you think was the pyramid’s purpose? 
 
 
The PRESERVATION of pyramids has also been a subject of much interest 
and concern. Over the centuries, many pyramids have fallen into 
DISREPAIR, and some have been damaged or destroyed by natural 
DISASTERS or human INTERVENTION. In order to preserve these 
structures for future generations, many organizations and governments 
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have undertaken extensive conservation and restoration efforts. These 
efforts have included the cleaning and STABILIZING of the structures, as 
well as the creation of museums and visitor centers to help protect and 
educate the public about these amazing ancient structures. 
 
[SPELL]  PRESERVATION 
[SPELL]  INTERVENTION 
[SPELL]  STABLILIZING​  
[K] Over time, many pyramids have fallen into ______. DISREPAIR 
[SO] What have some pyramids been damaged or destroyed by? 
NATURAL DISASTERS, HUMAN INTERVENTION 
[K] Many organizations and governments have undertaken extensive 
conservation and restoration ______. EFFORTS 
[SO] The preservation of pyramids has also been a subject of much 
______. INTEREST, CONCERN 
[SO] Conservation efforts include the creation of ______. MUSEUMS, 
VISITOR CENTERS 
[O] Do you like museums? Why or why not? 
 
 
Pyramids represent a key period in the history of ancient civilizations and 
serve as a TESTAMENT to the ARCHITECTURAL and ENGINEERING 
skills of the people who built them. Pyramids have been found in many 
other countries including SUDAN, CAMBODIA, and China. Each civilization 
had their own unique design and construction methods, and their pyramids 
were influenced by their cultural, religious, and political beliefs. 
 
[SPELL]  ARCHITECTURAL 
[SPELL]  SUDAN 
[SPELL]  TESTAMENT 
[SO] Pyramids serve as a testament to ancient civilizations’ ______ skills. 
ARCHITECTURAL, ENGINEERING  
[K] Each civilization had their own unique construction ______. METHODS 
[SO] What beliefs were pyramids influenced by? CULTURAL, RELIGIOUS, 
POLITICAL 
[SO] One of the other countries mentioned that pyramids have been found 
in is ______. SUDAN, CAMBODIA, CHINA 
[VAKT] Sudan's forgotten pyramids - BBC News (10:20 min.)   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXtm65vkfvo  
[O] Why is architecture different in different countries? 
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Today, many of the pyramids still stand, providing a GLIMPSE into the rich 
history and culture of the ancient civilizations that built them. As popular 
tourist destinations, pyramids continue to captivate people with their 
mystery and SIGNIFICANCE. Despite the many unanswered questions that 
still surround these structures, their impact on the world and their continued 
RELEVANCE cannot be denied. Whether as a symbol of ancient 
civilizations, a testament to the skills of their builders, or a source of 
INSPIRATION and wonder, pyramids will remain an important part of our 
world's history and CULTURE for generations to come. 
 
[SPELL]  GLIMPSE 
[SPELL]  SIGNIFICANCE 
[SPELL]  RELEVANCE 
[K] There are many unanswered ______ surrounding pyramids. 
QUESTIONS 
[K] Pyramids are a testament to the skills of their ______. BUILDERS 
[SO] Ancient pyramids provide a glimpse into the rich ______ of the 
civilizations that built them. HISTORY, CULTURE 
[SO] Pyramids are a source of what?  INSPIRATION, WONDER 
[VAKT] Pyramids Around The Globe: The Pyramids of Egypt and Beyond 
(11:14 min.) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3pkenUblcc 
[O] What do you think pyramids represent? 
[O] Out of all the pyramids discussed in the lesson, which one would you 
most like to visit? Why? 
 
 
 
This lesson was written with the assistance of ChatGPT.  
 
 
Sources: 
https://www.chichenitza.com/temple-of-the-warriors  
https://naatikmexico.org/blog/maya-or-mayan  
https://guanajuatomexicocity.com/mexico-city/Pyramid-sun-teotihuacan.htm
l  
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