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Better Together
By Charalene Goodwin

This devotional was inspired by a reflection from Our Daily Bread. May we
remember that two are better than one. In this life, we need each other.
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One dm} help
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ECCLESIASTES 4:10

https://www.facebook.com/aroups/699614170562991/posts/2062617664262628/

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor. If
EITHER of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone
who falls and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down
TOGETHER, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone?
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of
three strands is not quickly broken.

[SPELL] BETTER
[SPELL] RETURN
[SPELL] THOUGH
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[K] According to the scripture, two are better than what? ONE
[K] The second part of that sentence states, “because they have a good
return for their " LABOR

[K] According to the text, if either of them falls down, one can the
other up. HELP

[K] But anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. PITY
[K] According to the text, if two lie down together, they will

KEEP WARM

[K] According to the text, one can be overpowered; what does it say two
can do? DEFEND THEMSELVES

[N] What chapter of Ecclesiastes does this verse come from? 4

[O] What do you think “a cord of three strands is not quickly broken”
means?

[O] Name something you need at least two people to do.

MEGGIE’s 10-year struggle with drug use kept her in and out of jail.
Without real change, she was on a path that would likely lead her right back
to where she started. Then she met HANS—a former addict who had
nearly lost his hand when a vein ruptured from substance abuse. “That was
the first time | cried out to God,” Hans said. God’s answer not only saved
Hans’s life—it prepared him to help save others. Today, Hans is a peer
specialist for an ORGANIZATION that helps people in recovery while
they’re still incarcerated.

[SPELL] WITHOUT

[SPELL] NEARLY

[SPELL] OTHERS

[K] What was the name of the woman in this text? MEGGIE
[K] What kept Meggie in and out of jail? DRUG USE

[N] How many years was Meggie using drugs? 10 YEARS
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[K] Without real , Meggie was on a path to lead her right back to jail.
CHANGE

[K] Who did Meggie meet that changed her life? HANS

[SO] What did Hans have in common with Meggie? THEY WERE BOTH
ADDICTS, SUBSTANCE ABUSE, BOTH USED DRUGS, etc.

[K] According to the text, Hans nearly lost his hand when a

ruptured. VEIN

[K] Who did Hans cry out to when the vein ruptured in his hand? GOD
[SO] What two things happened after Hans cried out to God? HIS LIFE
WAS SAVED, IT PREPARED HIM TO HELP SAVE OTHERS

[K] What job does Hans have today? PEER SPECIALIST

[K] The organization that Hans works for helps people who are in recovery
while . INCARCERATED

[PK] Name a person from the Bible who was incarcerated. JESUS,
JOSEPH, JEREMIAH, SAMSON, KING MANASSEH, KING JEHOIACHIN,
JOHN THE BAPTIST, THE APOSTLES, PETER, PAUL, SILAS,
BARABBAS

The program is called STONE SOUP, and it’s bringing hope to jails across
the country by offering real support for those reentering society. Thanks to
this program, Meggie moved into a SOBER living house—and she’s stayed
sober. Now, Hans continues to walk alongside her, helping with job
placement, educational opportunities, treatment options, and family
support. The name Stone Soup comes from an old folktale where a hungry
TRAVELER invites townspeople to each contribute a small ingredient,
creating a rich, nourishing soup for everyone. The story reminds us that
everyone has something to give, and when we come together, miracles
happen.
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[SPELL] PROGRAM

[SPELL] ALONGSIDE

[SPELL] INVITES

[K] What was the name of the program we are talking about? STONE
SOUP

[K] This program offers real support for those reentering . SOCIETY
[K] Thanks to this program, Meggie moved into a living house.
SOBER

[SO] Hans continues to walk alongside Meggie, helping her in many areas.
Name one of the areas mentioned. JOB PLACEMENT, EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES, TREATMENT OPTIONS, AND FAMILY SUPPORT

[K] The name Stone Soup comes from an old . FOLKTALE

[K] In the folktale, a hungry traveler invites the townspeople to each
contribute a small to create a nourishing soup for everyone.
INGREDIENT

[SO] What does the story remind us of? THAT EVERYONE HAS
SOMETHING TO GIVE, AND WHEN WE COME TOGETHER, MIRACLES
HAPPEN

[O] How can bringing our resources together help serve people?

[VAKT] Watch and listen to the song, “Two Are Better Than One.” Make
sure to get up and give your best praise dance while you are listening.

https://youtu.be/EOIBcQ7iOpc?si=NINW3z8sbFSLsek9
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The Bible affirms this truth in Ecclesiastes 4:9-10: Two are better than
one... God’s design is for us to live in community—helping one another,
and receiving help in return.

A Prayer for You!
Heavenly Father,

Thank You for the strength and wisdom found in a community of those who
love you. Help us to show love to others by supporting one another and
lifting each other up in times of need. Help us to be more like you as we
work together to fulfill Your purpose for our lives.

It's in Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen!

This devotional was inspired by a reflection from Our Daily Bread. It was
created by our ministry, Wonderfully Made 2, to be used to spread the
Good News of Jesus Christ to our nonspeaking population.

Wonderfully Made 2 is a ministry of Mount Carmel Baptist Church, located
at 367 Keans Neck Road in Seabrook, South Carolina. We teach
nonspeakers, minimal speakers, and unreliable speakers the motor skills
needed to point to letters on a letterboard so they can have a reliable form
of communication.

For more information about our church, visit us at: mcbcdale.org.

Sources:
https://www.naves-topical-bible.com/PRISONERS.html
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/did-you-know-prisoners
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