
1 

 
 

Who was Bruce Lee? 
By Laura Masciarelli 

 

 
 

Do you know KARATE? How about JUJITSU? Maybe you’ve seen people 
in movies use KUNG FU or AIKIDO. If you’ve spent much time at all 
learning about MARTIAL ARTS, you’ve likely at least heard of the person 
we’re talking about today. That’s right—today is all about BRUCE LEE! 
 
[SPELL]  MOVIES 
[SPELL]  HEARD 
[SPELL]  MARTIAL ARTS 
[K] Who are we talking about today? BRUCE LEE 
[SO] Name one type of martial art mentioned. KARATE, JUJITSU, KUNG 
FU, AIKIDO 
[VAKT] Watch this short of Bruce Lee showing his speed: 
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/v5wMxb7m1r4  
[VAKT] Watch this short of Bruce Lee showing his strength: 
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/7W2IL0qafh4  
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Bruce Lee was born in SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA on November 27, 
1940. His father was part of the CHINESE OPERA, which was touring in 
AMERICA when Lee was born. His parents gave him the Chinese name 
LEE JUN FAN, and he also went by the American name Bruce. 
 
[SPELL]  FATHER 
[SPELL]  AMERICA 
[SPELL]  NOVEMBER 
[K] What state was Bruce Lee born in? CALIFORNIA 
[N] What year was he born? 1940 
[N] If Bruce were still alive, how old would he be? 2025 (or present year) – 
1940 = 85 
[K] What was Bruce’s Chinese name? LEE JUN FAN 
[K] What was Bruce’s father part of when Bruce was born? CHINESE 
OPERA 
[PK] What word used above means a musical play where all or most of the 
words are sung? OPERA 
 
 
Lee grew up in HONG KONG, where he appeared in over 20 films as a 
child. As a teen, he became involved in a gang. After being injured in a 
street fight, Lee began studying martial arts to better defend himself. 
Concerned about their son’s activities, his parents sent him to live with 
family members in America when he turned 18. 
 
[SPELL]  INVOLVED 
[SPELL]  STUDYING 
[SPELL]  CONCERNED 
[N] Bruce Lee appeared in over how many films as a child? 20 
[K] Where did Bruce Lee grow up? HONG KONG 
[PK] What is another word for films? MOVIES, VIDEOS, etc. 
[K] What group did Bruce Lee become involved in as a teen? GANG 
[K] Who did Bruce’s parents send him to live with in America? FAMILY 
MEMBERS 
[N] How old was he when he left Hong Kong for America? 18 
[O] Why do you think his parents were concerned about their son’s 
activities? 
[O] If you were a parent, how would you feel about Bruce’s activities as a 
teen? 
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In the U.S., Lee settled in SEATTLE. There, he finished high school and 
entered the UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON. He studied PHILOSOPHY 
and drama in college. While in Seattle, Lee also opened his first martial 
arts ACADEMY. In 1964, he moved and opened his second school in 
OAKLAND, California. 
 
[SPELL]  COLLEGE 
[SPELL]  SETTLED 
[SPELL]  FINISHED 
[K] After high school, what university did Bruce enroll in? UNIVERSITY OF 
WASHINGTON 
[SO] Name something he studied in college. PHILOSOPHY, DRAMA 
[PK] What state is Seattle in? WASHINGTON 
[K] Bruce Lee opened his first martial arts ______ in Seattle. ACADEMY 
[PK] What’s a synonym for academy? SCHOOL, etc. 
[K] What city did Bruce open his second in? OAKLAND (CALIFORNIA) 
[PK] What word, used above, means the study of the fundamental nature of 
knowledge, reality, and existence? PHILOSOPHY 
 
 
Lee saw much success as a martial arts teacher. Soon, he took his practice 
a step further. He developed his own TECHNIQUE and named it JEET 
KUNE DO (English: “The Way of the INTERCEPTING FIST”). Lee’s 
creation was a mixture of kung fu, FENCING, BOXING, and philosophy. 
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[SPELL]  TEACHER 
[SPELL]  CREATION 
[SPELL]  MIXTURE 
[K] Bruce Lee saw much ______ as a martial arts teacher. SUCCESS 
[K] He took his practice a step ______. FURTHER 
[K] He developed his own ______. TECHNIQUE 
[K] What was Bruce’s technique called? JEET KUNE DO 
[K] Jeet Kune Do translates to “The Way of the ______ Fist.” 
INTERCEPTING 
[PK] What is a synonym for intercept? BLOCK, IMPEDE, OBSTRUCT, etc. 
[SO] Name one thing that Bruce Lee’s technique was a mixture of. KUNG 
FU, FENCING, BOXING, PHILOSOPHY 
[PK] What materials does the sport of fencing involve? SWORD, EPEE, 
SABRE, FOIL, etc. 
 
 
As his martial arts career continued to grow, Lee also continued to pursue a 
career in film. He appeared in the 1966 movie “The GREEN HORNET” but 
was frustrated by a lack of further roles. In 1971, he moved back to Hong 
Kong with his wife, LINDA LEE CADWELL, and children, BRANDON and 
SHANNON. 
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[SPELL]  CAREER 
[SPELL]  FRUSTRATED 
[SPELL]  CHILDREN 
[K] What movie did Bruce Lee appear in? THE GREEN HORNET 
[PK] What is a hornet? WASP, BEE, BUG, INSECT, etc. 
[K] Where did Bruce and his family move back to in 1971? HONG KONG 
[K] He moved because he was frustrated by a lack of further ______. 
ROLES  
[K] What was Bruce’s wife’s name? LINDA LEE CADWELL 
[SO] Name one of Bruce Lee’s children. BRANDON, SHANNON 
[VAKT] Here is a short of Bruce Lee as Kato in The Green Hornet: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jXdocqBg7c  
 
 
In HONG KONG, Lee starred in “THE BIG BOSS” and “FIST OF FURY,” 
both big hits in both Hong Kong and the U.S. Lee’s next big project? He 
wrote, directed, and starred in “RETURN OF THE DRAGON” and “THE 
WAY OF THE DRAGON.” Both films also met with success. Sadly, Lee 
passed away just six days before the release of his final movie, “ENTER 
THE DRAGON.”  
 
[SPELL]  STARRED 
[SPELL]  MOVIE 
[SPELL]  PROJECT 
[SO] Name a movie Bruce Lee starred in, in Hong Kong. THE BIG BOSS, 
FIST OF FURY, RETURN OF THE DRAGON, WAY OF THE DRAGON, 
ENTER THE DRAGON 
[K] Return of the Dragon and the Way of the Dragon met with ______. 
SUCCESS 
[K] His movies were big ______. HITS 
[SO] Name one place the movies were big hits. HONG KONG, US 
[SO] After he starred in The Big Boss and Fists of Fury, name one job 
Bruce did in his next movies. WROTE, DIRECTED, STARRED 
[K] Bruce Lee passed away just days before the ______ of his final movie, 
Enter the Dragon. RELEASE 
[PK] What word could you use instead of “final” here? LAST, 
CONCLUDING, etc. 
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He fell asleep after taking pain MEDICATION on July 20, 1973. After 
an allergic reaction to the medicine, he died at 32 years old. After his death, 
Bruce Lee only grew in fame. Today, he’s remembered as a talented martial 
artist who left his mark on the film INDUSTRY. Have you ever seen a Bruce 
Lee film? If not, give one a try sometime. You never know—you could 
discover a new favorite! 
 
[SPELL]  ASLEEP 
[SPELL]  MEDICINE 
[SPELL]  ARTIST 
[K] On July 20, 1973 Bruce fell asleep after taking pain ______. 
MEDICATION 
[N] How old was Bruce Lee when he passed away? 32 
[K] After his death, Bruce only grew in ______. FAME 
[K] Today, he’s remembered as a ______ martial artist. TALENTED 
[K] He left his mark on the film ______. INDUSTRY 
[O] How do you view Bruce Lee? 
[O] What do you think about life as a film star, doing martial arts? 
 
 
 
Laura Masciarelli teaches communication skills using S2C (Spelling to 
Communicate) methods at her Long Island based practice, Words At My 
Fingertips. She is also a physical therapist, specializing in primitive reflex 
integration. 
 
 
Sources: 
https://brucelee.com/  
https://bruceleefoundation.org/  
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