
1 

 

 
What is the Curse of Oak Island? 

By Laura Masciarelli 
 
 

 
 

What would you do with a TREASURE chest? Would you turn the gold into 
beautiful JEWELRY? Show off the gems to your friends and family? Sell it 
to a MUSEUM for a fortune? Most people would love to come across a 
hidden treasure, but only a few people actually go in search of it. Treasure 
hunting can be a long, difficult journey. It calls for hard work, determination, 
and willingness to take risks. 
 
[SPELL]  HIDDEN 
[SPELL]  JOURNEY 
[SPELL]  BEAUTIFUL 
[K] Would you sell your treasure to a ______ for a fortune? MUSEUM 
[K] Most people would love to come across a hidden ______. TREASURE 
[K] What can be a long, difficult journey? TREASURE HUNTING 
[SO] Name something in the above paragraph that treasure hunting calls 
for. HARD WORK, DETERMINATION, WILLINGNESS TO TAKE RISKS 
[PK] What is usually found in a treasure chest? GOLD COINS, JEWELS, 
etc. 
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If you’re a risk-taker who’d like to find buried treasure, we know where you 
should start. Jump on a ship and set sail for the eastern coast of NOVA 
SCOTIA. There, you’ll find a small island that’s made a big name for itself. 
That’s right, we’re talking about OAK ISLAND! For a long time, people have 
wondered whether Oak Island is cursed. Why? Well, a lot of bad luck 
has befallen the people who go there.  
 
[SPELL]  RISK TAKER 
[SPELL]  BEFALLEN 
[SPELL]  EASTERN 
[K] Where is Oak Island off the eastern coast of? NOVA SCOTIA 
[K] People wonder whether Oak Island is ______. CURSED 
[K] What has befallen people who go to Oak Island? BAD LUCK 
[PK] What country is Nova Scotia in? CANADA 
[VAKT] Point to Nova Scotia and Oak Island on the maps below. 
 

​
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Over the years, there have been DISASTROUS floods, serious INJURIES, 
and even FATALITIES. Why would anyone go to Oak Island? To search for 
buried treasure, of course! It all started in 1795, when DANIEL MCINNIS 
found an odd, shallow dip in the ground on Oak Island. He and two friends 
decided to dig into the spot and see what they could find. To their surprise, 
around ten feet down, they came across a layer of oak logs. 
 
[SPELL]  SEARCH 
[SPELL]  SERIOUS 
[SPELL]  SURPRISE 
[N] When did Daniel McInnis find an odd, shallow dip in the ground? 1795 
[N] How many people decided to dig into the shallow dip? 3 
[N] How many feet down did they discover something? 10 
[K] What did they find a layer of? OAK LOGS 
[K] What might someone search for on Oak Island? BURIED TREASURE 
[SO] Name one thing that has happened on Oak Island over the years. 
FLOODS, INJURIES, FATALITIES 
[PK] What is another word or phrase for “fatality?” DEATH, etc. 
 
 
As they kept digging, the three kept finding layers of logs every ten feet. 
Even more interesting, they came upon a large rock covered in strange 
markings. The three men couldn’t read the markings. Supposedly, an 
expert later determined the rock read, “Forty feet below two million pounds 
are buried.” That was enough to keep people digging.  
 
[SPELL]  LAYERS 
[SPELL]  INTERESTING 
[SPELL]  ENOUGH 
[N] The men kept finding layers of logs every how many feet? 10 
[N] If they found 5 layers, how many feet did they dig? 5 x 10 = 50 
[SO] What was the rock they found covered in? (STRANGE) MARKINGS 
[K] When people found out what the rock said, it was enough to keep 
people ______. DIGGING 
[PK] What do they mean by the word “markings?” WRITING, SYMBOLS, 
CARVINGS, UNKNOWN LANGUAGE, etc. 
[N] The markings said that how many millions of pounds are buried? 2 
[PK] What country’s money is called pounds? UNITED KINGDOM, UK, etc.  
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McInnis and his friends enlisted the help of the ONSLOW COMPANY. 
Together, they dug 100 feet into what is now called the “MONEY PIT.” 
However, after taking a break, they came back to find the pit flooded with 
60 feet of water. Since then, many teams have returned to Oak Island 
trying to find the buried treasure. They’ve dug in around the Money Pit and 
made some pretty interesting DISCOVERIES while doing so.  
 
[SPELL]  ENLISTED 
[SPELL]  DISCOVERIES 
[SPELL]  TOGETHER 
[K] What company did McInnis and his friends ask for help? ONSLOW 
[K] What do they now call the hole where they dug? MONEY PIT 
[K] After returning from a break, what did they find in the pit? WATER 
[N] How many feet of water was the pit flooded with? 60 
[K] The teams that have returned to Oak Island have dug in and ______ 
the Money Pit. AROUND 
[K] They’ve made some ______ discoveries. INTERESTING 
[O] What do you think they might have discovered? 
[O] What are your thoughts about you joining a team trying to find the 
treasure of Oak Island? 
 
 
In 1849, a team drilled into the pit. They found EVIDENCE of empty space 
and metal very far down. A treasure hunter named FREDERICK BLAIR 
found iron and coconut fiber in the 1890s. Even more interestingly, he 
found an old piece of PARCHMENT. Another named ROBERT DUNFIELD 
found pieces of PORCELAIN dishware and evidence of a cavern in 1965.  
 
[SPELL]  EVIDENCE 
[SPELL]  HUNTER 
[SPELL]  CAVERN 
[SO] What did the 1849 team find when they drilled into the pit? EMPTY 
SPACE, METAL 
[K] Who was the treasure hunter from the 1890s? FREDERICK BLAIR 
[SO] Name something Frederick Blair found. IRON, COCONUT FIBER, 
PARCHMENT 
[SO] Name something Robert Dunfield found in 1965. DISHWARE, 
PORCELAIN DISHWARE, CAVERN, EVIDENCE OF A CAVERN 
[PK] What’s another word for cavern? CAVE, etc. 
[PK] What did people use parchment for? WRITING, etc. 
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Oak Island Excavation 1931 

 
 
Then in 1970, a team lowered a camera into a hole just north of the Money 
Pit. The team members believed they saw treasure chests. Has anyone 
ever actually found treasure on Oak Island? No. But that hasn’t stopped 
them from trying. Even today, brothers RICK and MARTY LAGINA search 
for the Oak Island treasure on their reality TV series. This leaves many 
people wondering: what exactly are these treasure hunters hoping to find? 
 
[SPELL]  MEMBERS 
[SPELL]  EXACTLY 
[SPELL]  MONEY PIT 
[K] What did the 1970s team lower into a hole? CAMERA 
[K] What did the 1970s team believe they saw? TREASURE CHESTS 
[SO] What is the name of one of the Lagina brothers? RICK, MARTY 
[K] Rick and Marty have a reality TV ______. SERIES 
[SO] Who has found treasure on Oak Island? NO ONE, NOBODY 
[O] Why do you think they call it the money pit? 
[VAKT] Watch this short trailer for the show “The Curse of Oak Island”: 
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/nn8PhJYbhdk 
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Many of them believe they’ll find treasure buried there by pirates—perhaps 
even by BLACKBEARD. Others believe Oak Island may be the hiding place 
of MARIE ANTOINETTE’s jewels. Another theory is that FRANCIS BACON 
went to Oak Island to bury evidence that he was the true author of 
SHAKESPEARE’s plays. Whatever treasure is (or isn’t) buried on Oak 
Island, it’s unclear whether our CURIOSITY will ever be fulfilled. Attempt 
after attempt to get to the bottom of this mystery has failed. Will you be the 
one to find the treasure and end the curse of Oak Island? Many people 
would love to learn the truth one day. 
 
[SPELL]  ATTEMPT 
[SPELL]  CURIOSITY 
[SPELL]  MYSTERY 
[K] What group of people are believed to have buried treasure on Oak 
Island? PIRATES 
[K] Which pirate is mentioned above as a possibility? BLACKBEARD 
[K] Some believe the treasure contains Marie Antoinette’s ______. 
JEWELS 
[K] Who do they suggest might have been the author of Shakespeare’s 
plays? FRANCIS BACON 
[VAKT] A Shocking Find in 900-Year-Old Well (S10) | The Curse of Oak 
Island (11:20 min.) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0I7YO5GP8ME  
[O] After watching this video, what are your thoughts about whether the 
treasure will ever be found?  
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Laura Masciarelli teaches communication skills using S2C (Spelling to 
Communicate) methods at her Long Island based practice, Words At My 
Fingertips. She is also a physical therapist, specializing in primitive reflex 
integration. 
 
 
Sources: 
https://www.history.com/shows/the-curse-of-oak-island/articles/what-is-the-
history-of-oak-island  
https://www.ambassatours.com/post/10-things-you-need-to-know-about-oa
k-island  
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