communication4 ALL

What Was the Green Book?
By Laura Masciarelli

Content Warning: Racism

I's no secret that the AUTOMOBILE changed the world. What was it like to
travel before cars and trucks? People relied on boats and trains to go long
distances. With automobiles came new freedom to travel where and when
they wanted. As more people started buying cars in the early 1900s, road
trips became more popular. However, as is often the case, that new
freedom wasn’t equal. It quickly became clear that travel was less
CONVENIENT, and often dangerous, for people of color in the U.S.

[SPELL] TRAVEL

[SPELL] DISTANCES
[SPELL] CONVENIENT
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[K] What invention enabled people to go wherever they wanted?
AUTOMOBILE

[PK] What’s another word for automobile? CAR, VEHICLE, etc.

[SO] Name one of the types of transportation people relied on before the
automobile. BOATS, TRAINS

[SO] For whom was travel often less convenient or more dangerous?
PEOPLE OF COLOR, POC, BIPOC, BLACK PEOPLE, AFRICAN
AMERICANS, INDIGENOUS PEOPLE, ASIAN PEOPLE, etc.

[PK] What is it called when people act differently toward others because of
their race? RACISM

Due to JIM CROW laws that enforced SEGREGATION, people of color had
to be very careful about where they stopped on long road trips. The danger
was especially real for Black Americans, who often bore the brunt of racist
violence. In America, segregation is often remembered as a southern
problem. In reality, though, it wasn’t limited to the South. Throughout the
U.S., Black Americans were turned away from hotels, RESTAURANTS,
and other public places. Even scarier was the rise of SUNDOWN TOWNS.
These were places where people of color, particularly Black people, were
told to leave before dark or face life-threatening violence.

[SPELL] CAREFUL

[SPELL] SOUTH

[SPELL] RESTAURANTS

[K] What were the laws called that enforced segregation? JIM CROW
[SO] On long road trips, Black Americans were often the victims of
RACISM, RACIST VIOLENCE, etc.

[K] What area of the U.S. do people think of when they think of
segregation? SOUTH

[SO] Name a place that Black Americans were often turned away from
when they were traveling on road trips. RESTAURANTS, HOTELS,
PUBLIC PLACES

[K] What were the towns called where Black people had to leave before
dark? SUNDOWN TOWNS

[K] People of color were told they would face life-threatening if they
were in a sundown town after dark. VIOLENCE
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That’s where today’s topic came in. The NEGRO TRAVELER'S GREEN
BOOK, called the Green Book for short, was a travel GUIDE. It listed
businesses that welcomed Black people. People used the book to find
hotels, restaurants, and other places to stop along their ROUTE. How did
the Green Book come about? It started with a man named VICTOR HUGO
GREEN. He was a postal worker who lived in HARLEM in NEW YORK
CITY. Green knew about the troubles people of color faced. He wanted to
do something to change it. Inspired by similar books that helped JEWISH
travelers, he wrote the first Green Book in 1936.

https://www.nypl.org/events/exhibitions/galleries/traveling-while-black-gallery/item/3303
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[SPELL] HOTELS

[SPELL] ROUTE

[SPELL] SIMILAR

[K] What was the full name of the Green Book? NEGRO TRAVELERS
GREEN BOOK

[K] The Green Book was a traveler’s . GUIDE
[K] The Green Book listed businesses that welcomed people.
BLACK

[K] What was Victor Hugo Green’s job? POSTAL WORKER
[PK] What’s another name for a postal worker? MAIL CARRIER,
MAILPERSON, MAILMAN, etc.

[K] Green lived in , @ neighborhood in
HARLEM, NEW YORK CITY

[N] What year did Victor Hugo Green write the Green Book? 1936

Green started with an area he knew in New York City. He drew on his own
experience and took input from fellow Black postal workers. Using this, he
built a list of businesses that welcomed people of color. The first Green
Book was a hit. Soon, people from other places were asking to help.

The scope of the Green Book grew quickly. By 1949, it covered not only
the CONTINENTAL U.S. (the 49 states on the continent of North America),
but also BERMUDA, MEXICO, and CANADA. Travelers of color found it
very useful in planning safe and successful trips.

[SPELL] POSTAL

[SPELL] PEOPLE

[SPELL] FOUND

[K] What was the first city the Green Book covered? NEW YORK CITY
[PK] Which state is not part of the continental U.S.? HAWAII

[SO] Name a country other than the U.S. that the Green Book also
covered. BERMUDA, MEXICO, CANADA

[SO] What kind of trips did the Green Book help Black travelers plan?
SAFE, SUCCESSFUL

[N] What year did the Green Book include multiple countries? 1949

[N] How many years did it take for the Green Book to expand from New
York City to multiple countries? 1949 — 1936 = 13
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[VAKT] Point to Mexico and Canada on the map.

North America
— |nternational Boundary

State / Province
Boundary

0 az0 640 Miles

0 320 640 KM
& 2028 Geology.com
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https://geology.com/world/north-america-satellite-image.shtml

Victor Green didn’t stop there. He also started a travel AGENCY called the
VACATION RESERVATION SERVICE, which scheduled activities for
travelers at Black-owned businesses. This service helped travelers of color,
and it also promoted Black entrepreneurs and their businesses. The Green
Book was very successful. However, Victor Green looked forward to a day
when it wouldn’t be needed. Sadly, that day didn’t come in his lifetime.
Green passed away in 1960. The Green Book continued under the
guidance of his wife, ALMA.

[SPELL] AGENCY

[SPELL] LIFETIME

[SPELL] FORWARD

[K] After writing the Green Book, what kind of business did Victor Green
start? TRAVEL AGENCY

[K] What was Green’s travel agency called? VACATION RESERVATION
SERVICE

[K] This service helped travelers of . COLOR

[SO] After Green passed away, who took over the Green Book? ALMA, HIS
WIFE, etc.

A few years later, the CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 outlawed segregation
everywhere in the United States. This was a big step toward racial
EQUALITY. Soon after, the last edition of the Green Book was printed in
1966. Segregation may be illegal today, but people are still working hard
to COMBAT racism everywhere. How can you help? Do your best to make
all people feel welcome in public places. If you see someone being treated
unfairly, tell a trusted adult. Advocate for unjust laws to be changed. It's
important for everyone to do their part in building a more equal world!

[SPELL] SEGREGATION

[SPELL] WELCOME

[SPELL] IMPORTANT

[K] Which U.S. law made segregation illegal? CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964
[K] The Civil Rights Act was a big step toward racial . EQUALITY
[N] What year was the last edition of the Green Book printed? 1966

[O] How do you feel about the fact that the U.S. no longer segregates?

[O] Do you think there are other countries that still allow segregation?

[O] If yes, what are your thoughts about countries that segregate?
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Laura Masciarelli teaches communication skills using S2C (Spelling to
Communicate) methods at her Long Island based practice, Words At My
Fingertips. She is also a physical therapist, specializing in primitive reflex
integration.
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