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Grieving God 
By Charalene Goodwin 

 
This devotional was inspired by a reflection from Our Daily Bread. May it 

serve as a reminder that even in life’s deepest sorrows, God is near, 
reaching out with love and strength. 

 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/ourdailybread/posts/connect-with-god-through-todays-devotional-httpsowlyinki50vtvxb-read-isaiah-4110/1228903748598454 

 
Isaiah 41:10-13 

 
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be DISMAYED, for I am your God.  
I will strengthen you and help you; I will UPHOLD you with my righteous 
right hand. All who rage against you will surely be ashamed and disgraced; 
those who OPPOSE you will be as nothing and perish. Though you search 
for your enemies, you will not find them. Those who wage war against you 
will be as nothing at all. For I am the Lord Your God who takes hold of your 
right hand and says to you, “Do not fear; I will help you.” 
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[SPELL]  RIGHT 
[SPELL]  SEARCH 
[SPELL]  WAGE 
[K] What book of the Bible is this scripture from? ISAIAH 
[K] The first line of this scripture tells the reader “do not ______, for I am 
with you.” FEAR 
[K] According to the scripture, the text tells the reader not to fear and not be 
dismayed, “for I am your ______.” GOD 
[K] According to the second sentence in the text, God will ______ you and 
help you. STRENGTHEN 
[K] The scripture states, “I will uphold you with my righteous ______ 
______.” RIGHT HAND 
[SO] The text states that all who rage against you will be two things. Name 
one of them. ASHAMED, DISGRACED 
[N] What chapter from the book of Isaiah does the text come from? 41 
[K] According to the text, “those who oppose you will be as nothing and 
______.” PERISH 
[K] The text states, “though you search for your ______, you will not find 
them.” ENEMIES 
[K] According to the text, those who wage ______ against you will be 
nothing at all. WAR 
[SO] According to the text, God says, I am the Lord your God who takes 
hold of your right hand and says two things. Name one of them. DO NOT 
FEAR; I WILL HELP YOU 
[VAKT] Watch and listen to the song, “God Help Me.” Make sure you get up 
and give God your best praise dance.  
https://youtu.be/T_pgGgHVxPg?si=lhQJe2TNJ0TidrGp  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4S6q03hM62o  

 
 
After Turkey’s DEVASTATING earthquake in FEBRUARY 2023, a chilling 
photograph shot across newswires: a father sitting in the debris clutching 
the hand of his daughter, her hand stretching out of the rubble. We see the 
edge of his daughter’s bed, where she was asleep, and we see her 
unresponsive hands, which he is now gripping. His COUNTENANCE is 
sad; his sorrow is deep.  
 
[SPELL]  EARTHQUAKE 
[SPELL]  CLUTCHING 
[SPELL]  GRIPPING 
[K] Where did the devastating earthquake occur? TURKEY 
[K] What month did the earthquake occur? FEBRUARY 
[K] What word was used to describe the photograph that came across the 
newswires? CHILLING 
[K] According to the text, who was sitting in the debris? A FATHER 
[K] What was the father in the story holding? HAND 
[K] Her hand stretched out of the ______. RUBBLE 
[K] Whose hand was the father holding? HIS DAUGHTER 
[K] The countenance of the father is described as ______. SAD 
[SO] The author of the text states they saw two things in this photo. Name 
one of them. THE EDGE OF HIS DAUGHTER’S BED, WHERE SHE WAS 
ASLEEP, HER UNRESPONSIVE HANDS WHICH HE IS NOW GRIPPING  
[PK] Besides an earthquake, name another type of natural disaster. 
TORNADO, HURRICANE, etc. 
[N] In what year did this earthquake occur? 2023 
[O] What emotions do you think this father was feeling? 
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I catch a glimpse of our own heavenly father when I think about this 
PHOTOGRAPH. It reminds me that God is holding us in the palm of his 
hand. It is recorded in GENESIS 6 that God was sorry for the ruin of sin in 
his own creation: “It grieved him at his heart.” ISAIAH, predicting the 
MESSIAH who was hereafter to come, remarked, he was a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with infirmity. God mourns with us, and for us, and is there 
for us and stands at the edge of the pile of rubble that is our life 
outstretched to us: “I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right 
hand. Whatever DEVASTATION you are facing—be it a tragic 
CIRCUMSTANCE, the loss of a loved one, or even the weight of your own 
sin—know this: God grieves with you and is reaching out to take your hand.  
Hear the God of love saying to you: “Do not fear—I am with you and I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” 
 
[SPELL]  REMINDS 
[SPELL]  HEAVENLY 
[SPELL]  HOLDING 
[K] The author states “I catch a ______ of our heavenly father when I think 
about this photograph.” GLIMPSE 
[SO] What does the photograph remind the author that God is doing? 
HOLDING US IN THE PALM OF HIS HAND, HOLDING US IN HIS HAND, 
etc. 
[K] In which book of the Bible was it recorded that God was sorry for the 
ruin of sin in his own creation? GENESIS 
[N] What chapter of Genesis can we find this recording of how God felt? 6 
[K] According to the text, God ______ with us and for us and is there for us. 
MOURNS 
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[K] According to the text, who predicted the Messiah who was hereafter to 
come? ISAIAH 
[PK] Who is the Messiah that Isaiah is referencing? JESUS CHRIST 
[SO] In the text, what remarks did Isaiah make about the Messiah? HE 
WAS A MAN OF SORROWS, ACQUAINTED WITH INFIRMITY 
[K] According to the text, God stands at the edge of the pile of rubble that is 
our life ______ to us. OUTSTRETCHED 
[K] According to the text and the scripture, it states, “I am the Lord your 
God who takes hold of your ______ ______.” RIGHT HAND 
[O] In what ways has your life's current or past been shaken to the core? 
[O] What does it mean to you that God grieves with you? 
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Whatever devastation you are facing—be it a tragic circumstance, the loss 
of a loved one, or even the weight of your own sin—know this: God grieves 
with you and is reaching out to take your hand. Hear the God of love saying 
to you: “Do not fear—I will help you.” 
 
 
A prayer for you! 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
Thank You for being near to the brokenhearted. Thank You for grieving with 
us in our deepest pain and for reaching out, even now, to hold our 
trembling hands. Help us to feel Your presence today. Help us to hear Your 
words of love and assurance from Isaiah 41:10: "Fear not, for I am with 
you. I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you." We rest in that 
promise. 
 
It's in Jesus’ name we pray. 
 
Amen! 
 
This devotional was inspired by a reflection from Our Daily Bread. It was 
created by our ministry, Wonderfully Made 2, to be used to spread the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to our nonspeaking population. 
 
Wonderfully Made 2 is a ministry of Mount Carmel Baptist Church, located 
at 367 Keans Neck Road in Seabrook, South Carolina. We teach 
nonspeakers, minimal speakers and unreliable speakers the motor skills 
needed to point to letters on a letterboard so they can have a reliable form 
of communication. 
 
For more information about our church, visit us at: mcbcdale.org. 
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Sources: 
https://disasterphilanthropy.org/disasters/2023-turkey-syria-earthquake/  
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/construction-and-building/2023-tu
rkey-syria-earthquake  
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