communication4 ALL

What was the Industrial Revolution?
By Laura Masciarelli

Picture it: you’re walking home on a fine fall day. The sky is clear, the air is
fresh, and the CREEK near you is full of clear water. You were up before
dawn to help on the farm. There’s more work ahead of you this afternoon.
You'll carry water from the well, CHURN butter, and sew a new shirt before
bedtime. Tomorrow, you’ll do it all over again. Have we traveled to another
UNIVERSE? No, we’ve just gone back in time! This is what life was like
before the INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION.

[SPELL] TOMORROW

[SPELL] UNIVERSE

[SPELL] BEDTIME

[K] What time did people get up to work on the farm? BEFORE DAWN
[K] What word is used for making butter? CHURN

[PK] What is butter traditionally made from? CREAM, MILK, etc.

[K] Where did people get their water from? WELL
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[PK] What is another word or phrase for dawn? SUNRISE, SUN COMING
UP, EARLY MORNING, etc.

[PK] What is a creek? STREAM, BROOK, LITTLE RIVER, FLOWING
WATER, etc.

[PK] Where does cream come from? MILK, TOP OF MILK, COWS, etc.

The Industrial Revolution was a time of change. It started in GREAT
BRITAIN in the late 18th CENTURY. Soon, the Industrial Revolution spread
across EUROPE and the UNITED STATES. For thousands of years before,
most things had been made by hand. During the Industrial Revolution,
people started using MACHINES to make goods.

[SPELL] SPREAD

[SPELL] EUROPE

[SPELL] CENTURY

[K] Where did the Industrial Revolution start? GREAT BRITAIN

[K] After Europe, where else did the Industrial Revolution spread to?
UNITED STATES

[N] How many years are in a century? 100

[N] How many years are in 7 centuries? 7 x 100 = 700

[K] Before the Industrial Revolution, how were most things made? BY
HAND

[K] During the Industrial Revolution, what did people start using to make
things? MACHINES

[PK] Name a country that is part of the island of Great Britain. ENGLAND,
SCOTLAND, WALES

[O] What do you think about having to make every single item by hand?
[O] If you could invent something, what would it be?

Several inventions made this possible. TECHNOLOGY like the SPINNING
JENNY sped up the production of clothing. The STEAM ENGINE and
automobile allowed people and goods to travel faster. The TELEGRAPH
and RADIO made it easier for people to communicate. Suddenly, people
could make goods at a faster rate than ever before.
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[SPELL] COMMUNICATE

[SPELL] INVENTIONS

[SPELL] POSSIBLE

[K] What invention sped up the making of clothing? SPINNING JENNY

[K] What made inventions like the spinning jenny possible? TECHNOLOGY

[SO] Name an invention mentioned above that allowed people to travel

faster. STEAM ENGINE, AUTOMOBILE

[SO] Name a device mentioned above that made it easier for people to

communicate. RADIO, TELEGRAPH

[K] Technology allowed people to make goods at a faster rate than ever
. BEFORE

This led to the rise of factories. FACTORY owners wanted to make as
many goods as possible as quickly as they could. To do so, they hired
workers of all ages. Soon, people moved from farms to cities to work

in factories. Cities became crowded. Many people had trouble finding
places to live. Still, new people arrived every day looking for jobs.

[SPELL] TROUBLE
[SPELL] CROWDED
[SPELL] OWNERS
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[K] During the Industrial Revolution, where did a lot of people move to?
CITIES

[K] What were people looking for when they arrived in the cities? JOBS
[K] Where were people seeking jobs in the cities? FACTORIES

[PK] Name something that is made in a factory. CARS, PHONES,
COMPUTERS, etc.

How would you like to do the same thing over and over for twelve hours?
Does that sound boring? That’s what work was like for many during the
Industrial Revolution. To make goods faster, factory owners divided up
labor. That meant they gave each worker one task to do all day, like on an
ASSEMBLY LINE. This sped up the production of goods, which made more
money for the owners.

[SPELL] PRODUCTION

[SPELL] FASTER

[SPELL] MAKE

[K] What did factory owners want to earn a lot of by making goods as fast
as possible? MONEY

[K] What is it called when workers are lined up and given one task to do,
then they pass their work to the next worker who does one task and so on?
ASSEMBLY LINE

[SO] What did factory owners do to make goods faster? DIVIDED UP
LABOR

[N] How many hours was a typical work day in the factory? 12

[VAKT] Watch this short about Henry Ford and his assembly line.

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/GRBUEDdD4PE
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However, factory owners did not share the wealth. Instead, they paid their
workers very little. The pay was also unequal. Child workers got the worst
of it. They were paid less than women, who were paid less than men. How
would you like to work hard all day for less money than the person next to
you? Despite this, kids continued working in factories to help their families.

[SPELL] UNEQUAL

[SPELL] FAMILIES

[SPELL] WOMEN

[K] What did factory owners not share with their workers? WEALTH
[K] Out of all workers, who was paid the most? MEN

[K] Who was paid the least? CHILDREN

[SO] Why did kids work in factories? TO HELP THEIR FAMILIES
[PK] What’s another word for “wealth?” RICHES, PROSPERITY, MONEY,
PROFITS, etc.

[O] What do you think about the unequal pay for men, women and
children?

The work was often dangerous. Children as young as five were badly hurt
after being sent to work in factories. The work was also harmful to

the ENVIRONMENT. Factories used fossil fuels and caused pollution.
Many of today’s environmental issues started during the Industrial
Revolution.
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[SPELL] HARMFUL

[SPELL] ENVIRONMENT

[K] How was it to work in the factories oftentimes? DANGEROUS

[K] What did factories produce that is harmful to the environment?
POLLUTION

[K] What did factories use that caused pollution? FOSSIL FUELS

[PK] Name something in the environment that can be polluted. AIR,
WATER, OCEAN, LAND, etc.

[N] How old were the youngest children who worked in the factories? 5
[O] How does the idea of sending young children to work in dangerous
conditions make you feel?

In other ways, the Industrial Revolution brought positive change. The prices
of many goods decreased. Most people could find jobs easily. It was easier
to make medical tools in factories than by hand. That helped the growth of
medicine. In many ways, the Industrial Revolution improved people’s
quality of life.

[SPELL] QUALITY

[SPELL] MEDICAL

[SPELL] EASIER

[K] What kind of change did the Industrial Revolution also bring? POSITIVE
[K] What happened to the price of many goods? DECREASED

[K] In many ways, what did the Industrial Revolution improve for people?
QUALITY OF LIFE

[PK] What’s another way to say the price of goods decreased? CHEAPER,
COST LESS, PRICE WENT DOWN, etc.

[SO] Name a way the Industrial Revolution brought positive change.
PRICES OF GOODS DECREASED, EASY TO FIND JOBS, HELPED
GROWTH OF MEDICINE, etc.

What would our world be like without the Industrial Revolution? What items
might be more EXPENSIVE or not AVAILABLE at all? Your clothes,

your school supplies, and even your food were likely produced using
machines. Look around you. Do you see anything that wasn’'t made by a
machine?
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[SPELL] EXPENSIVE

[SPELL] CLOTHES

[SPELL] SCHOOL

[K] What was used to make almost everything you see around you?
MACHINES

[SO] Name something the above paragraph says was probably produced
using a machine. CLOTHES, SCHOOL SUPPLIES, FOOD

[O] Can you think of an item in your home that wasn’'t made by a machine?
[O] What do you think about hand-made items?

Laura Masciarelli teaches communication skills using S2C (Spelling to
Communicate) methods at her Long Island based practice, Words At My
Fingertips. She is also a physical therapist, specializing in primitive reflex
integration.

Sources:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Industrial-Revolution
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z6kg3j6#zsqgk4xs
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