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How Are Instruments Made? 

By Laura Masciarelli 
 

 
https://nationalpawnbrokers.org/2023/03/30/take-your-music-department-to-the-next-level/  

 
How are INSTRUMENTS made? Do TRUMPETS come in a box? Can you 
put a CLARINET together at home? Most of us will never have to put 
together a musical instrument that comes in a box. Many of them are made 
in FACTORIES. Others are made by hand. Let’s take a closer look at how 
instruments are made.  
 
[SPELL]  INSTRUMENT 
[SPELL]  MUSICAL 
[SPELL]  CLARINET 
[K] What kind of facilities are many instruments made in? FACTORIES 
[K] If an instrument is not made in a factory, it could be made by ______. 
HAND 
[SO] Name one of the instruments mentioned in the above paragraph. 
CLARINET, TRUMPET 
[PK] Name another instrument other than the ones named above. PIANO, 
FLUTE, DRUMS, TUBA, SAXOPHONE, TROMBONE, VIOLIN, VIOLA, 
CELLO, GUITAR, TAMBOURINE, HARMONICA, MARACAS, etc. 
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HISTORIANS say the first instruments were likely made by chance. This 
happened when early humans noticed the MUSICAL abilities of materials 
they used for tools or weapons. For example, the pluck of a string on a bow 
may have led to the first LYRES and other stringed instruments.  
 

 
Lyre 

 
[SPELL]  CHANCE 
[SPELL]  EXAMPLE 
[SPELL]  MATERIALS 
[K] Who says the first instruments were likely made by chance? 
HISTORIANS 
[SO] Instruments were made by chance when humans noticed musical 
abilities of materials they used for ______. TOOLS, WEAPONS 
[K] Which instrument could the pluck of a bow string have led to the 
creation of? LYRE 
[PK] Name another stringed instrument. VIOLIN, VIOLA, CELLO, BASS, 
DOUBLE BASS, GUITAR, BASS GUITAR, PIANO, UKULELE, SITAR, etc. 
 
 
Early humans used the materials they found around them to make 
instruments. This included items like sticks, shells, bones, and skins to 
make drums and other PERCUSSION instruments. Today, people have 
much more to choose from. Some natural materials are still popular—such 
as wood. But plastic has also grown in use. This makes it possible to build 
lighter, cheaper instruments.  
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[SPELL]  GROWN 
[SPELL]  POSSIBLE 
[SPELL]  CHOOSE 
[K] Early humans used the ______ they found around them to make 
instruments. MATERIALS 
[SO] Name a material early humans used to make instruments. STICKS, 
SHELLS, BONES, SKINS 
[SO] What kind of instruments did they use these materials to make? 
DRUMS, PERCUSSION 
[PK] Name another percussion instrument besides drums. PIANO, 
XYLOPHONE, CYMBALS, TRIANGLE, COWBELL, HI-HAT, etc. 
[K] What makes it possible to build lighter, cheaper instruments? PLASTIC 
 
 
All instruments used to be hand-made before the INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION. New machines made it much easier to build instruments. 
Today, many flutes, GUITARS, SAXOPHONES, and other instruments 
are mass-produced in factories. Sometimes, these instruments suffer 
from quality issues. Some MUSICIANS avoid them. Others see them as a 
great way for kids to learn to play music.  
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[SPELL]  EASIER 
[SPELL]  PRODUCED 
[SPELL]  MUSICIANS 
[K] Instruments were hand-made before the Industrial ______. 
REVOLUTION 
[SO] Name an instrument that is now made in factories. GUITAR, 
SAXOPHONE, FLUTE 
[PK] What word used above means stay away from? AVOID 
[K] What kind of issues can the factory instruments suffer from? QUALITY 
[SO] There are pros and cons to mass produced instruments. What pro is 
talked about in the above paragraph? WAY FOR KIDS TO LEARN TO 
PLAY MUSIC 
 
 
Many believe that instruments made by hand are higher in QUALITY. 
They’re also much more EXPENSIVE than those made in factories. 
However an instrument is made, people put a lot of time and DEDICATION 
into learning to make beautiful music with it. 
 
[SPELL]  HIGHER 
[SPELL]  BEAUTIFUL 
[K] Many ______ that instruments made by hand are higher in quality. 
BELIEVE 
[K] Instruments that are made by hand are more ______ than those made 
in factories. EXPENSIVE 
[O] What is your opinion on this? Is it better to have a higher quality 
instrument that costs more or a less expensive, lower quality instrument? 

[K] Known | [SO] Semi-Open | [N] Number | [PK] Prior Knowledge | [VAKT] VAKTivity | [O] Open 



5 
 

[VAKT] Listen to this short and see if you can tell the difference between 
the $6000 guitar and $600 guitar? (She doesn’t explicitly say, but the first 
one is the expensive one.) 
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/s2wbWWP7Bx0  
 
 
Of course, some kids make their own musical instruments at home. 
Interested in playing the drums? It’s as simple as turning a few pots and 
pans upside down. More into stringed instruments? Wrap a few rubber 
bands around an empty tissue box. It can be a lot of fun to play homemade 
HARMONICAS, MARACAS, or even TAMBOURINES!  
 

 
Homemade Maracas 

 
[SPELL]  INTERESTED​  
[SPELL]  EMPTY 
[SPELL]  HOMEMADE 
[K] Where do some kids make their own musical instruments? AT HOME 
[K] What can you use to make drums? POTS AND PANS 
[K] What can you put around an empty tissue box to make a stringed 
instrument? RUBBER BANDS 
[SO] Name one homemade instrument it might be fun to play. 
HARMONICA, MARACAS, TAMBOURINES 
 
 
Have you ever played an instrument? Was it one you made at home or 
bought in a store? Maybe you even had it custom-made. Regardless, 
making music can be a fun artistic activity. 
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[VAKT] Listen to this clip of a $67 dollar factory-made violin vs a $10,000 
hand-made violin. (The second one is the expensive violin.)  
https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxMfNUS9LvrzdKQ6apNW-78Mrd3ilrt4JX?si=S
CGnvove6-ReDjfi 
[O] Can you tell if the first or second violin is the expensive violin? 
[O] Does that change your opinion (opinion expressed in section 5) whether 
it’s better to have an expensive, hand-made violin? 
 
 
 
Laura Masciarelli teaches communication skills using S2C (Spelling to 
Communicate) methods at her Long Island based practice, Words At My 
Fingertips. She is also a physical therapist, specializing in primitive reflex 
integration. 
 
 
Sources: 
https://salamuzik.com/blogs/news/exploring-music-history-what-was-the-firs
t-instrument  
https://www.naxos.com/musicalinstruments  
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