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Love Worthy of Our Life
By Charalene Goodwin

This devotional was inspired by a reflection from Our Daily Bread. May we
remember that worship is not a performance but a response to the
goodness of God.

Whoever wants to save
their life will lose it,
but whoever loses their

life for me will find it.

MATTHEW 16:25

hitps:/fwww facebook com/groups/klove fans/posts/10163082437117950)
MATTHEW 16:21-28

From that time on, Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go
to JERUSALEM and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief
priests, and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed, and on the
third day be raised to life. PETER took him aside and began to rebuke him.
“‘Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” Jesus turned and
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan, you are a stumbling block to me; you
do not have in mind the concerns of God but merely human concerns.”
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants
to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.”
What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world yet FORFEIT their
soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? For the Son of
Man is going to come in his father’s glory with his angels, and then he will
reward each person according to what they have done. “Truly | tell you,
some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the son of
man coming in his kingdom.”
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[SPELL] SUFFER
[SPELL] CONCERNS
[SPELL] WHOEVER
[K] Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to and
suffer many things. JERUSALEM
[SO] Jesus also told the disciples that he would suffer many things at the
hands of three groups of people. Name two of them. THE ELDERS, THE
CHIEF PRIESTS, THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW
[K] Jesus told the disciples that he must be killed and on the third day be
. RAISED TO LIFE

[K] PETER took him aside and began to him. REBUKE
[SO] Jesus turned to Peter and told him three things. Name one. GET
BEHIND ME, SATAN, YOU ARE A STUMBLING BLOCK TO ME; YOU DO
NOT HAVE IN MIND THE CONCERNS OF GOD BUT MERELY HUMAN
CONCERNS
[K] Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their and follow me.” CROSS
[K] Jesus told his whoever wants to their life will lose it, but
whoever loses their life for me will find it. DISCIPLES, SAVE
[K] Jesus asked his disciples, “what good will it be for someone to gain the
whole world yet their soul.” FORFEIT
[K] According to the text, the son of man is going to come in his father’s

with his angels. GLORY
[N] How many disciples did Jesus have? 12
[PK] Besides Peter, name another one of the 12 disciples. JAMES, JOHN,
ANDREW, PHILIP, BARTHOLOMEW, MATTHEW, THOMAS, JAMES SON
OF ALPHAEUS, THADDAEUS, SIMON THE ZEALOT, JUDAS ISCARIOT
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Love Worthy of Our Life

WILLIAM TEMPLE, the twentieth-century English BISHOP, once concluded
a sermon to OXFORD students with the beloved hymn “When | Survey the
WONDROUS Cross.” But before they sang, he offered a challenge: “If you
mean the words with all your heart, sing them as loud as you can. If you
don’t mean them at all, keep silent. If you mean them even a little and want
to mean them more, sing them very softly.” The room fell still. Thousands
stared at the lyrics in silence. Then, slowly, a whisper began to rise—gentle
voices mouthing the final lines with a REVERENCE rarely felt in song:
“‘Love So Amazing, So Divine, Demands My Soul, My Life, My All.”

[SPELL] SERMON
[SPELL] HYMN
[SPELL] AMAZING
[K] What was the name of the twentieth-century English Bishop? WILLIAM
TEMPLE
[K] Who did Temple prepare this sermon for? OXFORD STUDENTS
[K] What was the name of the hymn William Temple chose to sing? WHEN
| SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS
[K] Before they sang the song, William Temple offered them

. A CHALLENGE
[K] What was Temple’s challenge for someone if they meant the words with
all their heart? SING THEM AS LOUD AS YOU CAN

OR

[K] The person who meant the words with all their heart should sing the
song as as they can. LOUD
[K] If a person does not mean the words at all, what should they do? KEEP
SILENT
[K] How should a person sing if they mean the song even a little and want
to mean it more? SOFTLY
[SO] What was the outcome of the challenge? A WHISPER BEGAN TO
RISE—GENTLE VOICES MOUTHING THE FINAL LINES WITH A
REVERENCE RARELY FELT
[N] What years are a part of the twentieth century? 1901-2000
[O] What song would you sing with all your heart?
[VAKT] Watch the video and listen to the song, “When | survey the
Wondrous Cross.” Make sure you give God your best praise dance.
https://youtu.be/tRfcehPOSLU?si=auYHATU_rEOAKkiV6
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Temple’s words remind us that worship is not merely PERFORMANCE, it is
a response and comes from a heart gripped by the depth of Christ’s
SACRIFICE. The cross is not something we observe lightly. It demands
reflection, surrender, and awe. Those Oxford students understood a
powerful truth: believing in and following Jesus is a serious choice. It's not
simply about agreeing with ideas or joining a group—it’s about saying yes
to a radical love that demands everything from us. It requires our entire life,
and yet this very path of surrender leads to our deepest joy.

[SPELL] RESPONSE
[SPELL] DEMANDS
[SPELL] STUDENTS
[K] Temple’s words remind us that is not merely performance.
WORSHIP
[K] Worship is a response and comes from a heart gripped by the depth of
Christ’s . SACRIFICE
[SO] According to the text, the cross demands three things. Name one of
them. REFLECTION, SURRENDER, AWE
[K] Those Oxford students understood a powerful truth: believing in and
following Jesus is a serious . CHOICE
[K] Believing in and following Jesus is about saying yes to a

that demands everything from us. RADICAL LOVE
[K] According to the text, following Christ requires our entire life and a path
of , which leads to our deepest joy. SURRENDER
[O] What will believing in and following Jesus cost you, and what will you
gain?
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When we respond to God’s love, believe in Christ, and release our selfish,
short-sighted demands—we discover the life our soul has been craving all
along.

A Prayer For You!
Heavenly Father,

Your call to follow You is not easy, but it is good. Help us to surrender what
we think we want, so we can receive what You know we need. Give us the
courage to say yes to Your love, and the strength to walk the path of
discipleship with joy. We trust that in losing our lives for You, we will find
them.

In Jesus’ name we pray,

Amen!

This devotional was inspired by a reflection from Our Daily Bread. It was
created by our ministry, Wonderfully Made 2, to be used to spread the
Good News of Jesus Christ to our nonspeaking population.

Wonderfully Made 2 is a ministry of Mount Carmel Baptist Church, located
at 367 Keans Neck Road in Seabrook, South Carolina. We teach
nonspeakers, minimal speakers and unreliable speakers, the motor skills
needed to point to letters on a letterboard so they can have a reliable form
of communication.

For more information about our church, visit us at: mcbcdale.org.
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