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Steps of Faith 
By Charalene Goodwin 

 
This devotional was inspired by a reflection from Our Daily Bread.  

May it show us God’s love in every trial that we face. 
 
 

 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/inspirations/07152015-james-1-12-social.html  

 
James 1:1-12 

 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
PERSEVERANCE. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, you 
should ask God who gives GENEROUSLY to all without finding fault, and it 
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will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, 
because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by 
the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.  
Such a person is DOUBLE-MINDED and unstable in all they do. Believers 
in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. But the 
rich should take pride in their HUMILIATION—since they will pass away like 
a wildflower. For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant, its 
blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade 
away even while they go about their business. Blessed is the one who 
perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will 
receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 
 
[SPELL]  FAULT 
[SPELL]  COMPLETE 
[SPELL]  UNSTABLE 
[K] What book of the Bible is this scripture from? JAMES 
[K] The text states to consider it pure joy whenever we face ______ of 
many kinds. TRIALS 
[K] According to the scripture, if any of you lacks ______ you should ask 
God who gives generously. WISDOM 
[K] According to the scripture, when you ask, you must ______ and not 
______. BELIEVE, DOUBT 
[K] Believers in humble ______ ought to take pride in their high position. 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
[K] What did the Lord promise to those who love him? THE CROWN OF 
LIFE 
[SO] According to the text, when perseverance finishes its work, three 
things will happen. Name one of them. YOU MAY BE MATURE AND 
COMPLETE, NOT LACKING ANYTHING 
[PK] Besides James, name another book of the Bible. 
[N] How many verses are in this scripture? 12 
[VAKT] Listen to this praise and worship song Walk by Faith. Give God all 
the praise in your own way. 
https://youtu.be/QksSbgJCnyE?si=jFfnjXxZMSjDl_3x 
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https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/the-step-of-faith-premium-sermon-on-faith-40000313  

 
Steps of Faith 

 
Four of us hiked through the breathtaking WATKINS GLEN GORGE in 
NEW YORK. At times, we stood together in awe, gazing at waterfalls and 
towering two-hundred-foot cliffs. Other times, we had to stop—catching our 
breath and resting our aching legs as we climbed wet rocks and what 
seemed like endless steps. As we neared the top, a hiker heading down 
told us, “You’ve only got 10 steps to go—out of 832!” Maybe it was for the 
best that we didn’t know how difficult the journey would be. We might have 
stayed behind and missed the BEAUTY of it all. 
 
[SPELL]  BREATHTAKING 
[SPELL]  GAZING 
[SPELL]  DIFFICULT 
[K] Which gorge did they walk through? WATKINS GLEN GORGE 
[K] What state is the Watkins Glen Gorge located in? NEW YORK 
[SO] What does the author think may have happened if they had known 
how difficult their journey would have been from the beginning? THEY MAY 
HAVE STAYED BACK AND MISSED THE BEAUTY OF IT ALL 
[SO] The author looked in awe of two things in particular. Name one. 
WATERFALLS, CLIFFS 
[K] The author discusses climbing wet ______ and what seemed like 
endless steps. ROCKS 
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[SO] The author discusses having to stop a few times during the hike, 
mentioning two things that they had to do. Name one of the things 
mentioned. CATCHING OUR BREATH, RESTING OUR ACHING LEGS  
[K] As they neared the top, who told them how many steps they had left? 
HIKER 
[N] How big were the cliffs? 200 FEET 
[N] How many steps were in their journey? 832 
[N] If they only had 10 steps left on their journey, how many steps had they 
already completed? 832 - 10 = 822 
 
 

 
 

The JOURNEY of life is like that, too; it has difficult steps. JESUS and 
PAUL both warned believers about trouble and persecution. JAMES 1:2 
shows us that God knows that the testing of your faith produces 
PERSEVERANCE, so that you may be MATURE and complete, not lacking 
anything. If we pause and look, despite the pain, we may catch glimpses of 
the beautiful strength of character God is forming in us, and in those 
walking with us.  
 
[SPELL]  WARNED 
[SPELL]  PERSEVERANCE 
[SPELL]  FORMING 
[K] The journey of life has many difficult ______.  STEPS 
[SO] Jesus and Paul both warned believers about two things. Name one of 
them. TROUBLE, PERSECUTION 
[SO] If we will stop and look despite the pain, what does the author say we 
might see? THE BEAUTIFUL STRENGTH OF CHARACTER GOD IS 
PRODUCING IN US AND THOSE AROUND US 
[PK] Before he became known as Paul, what was the apostle Paul’s name?  
SAUL 
[O] Which character traits do you believe God wants to grow in you?  
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So take heart, even if the steps are steep and you feel like giving up, you 
are almost there. Just know, with God, “All Things Are Possible”, and he is 
with you, every step of the way. Never Give Up, and let us keep climbing 
together. 
 
 
A Prayer for You! 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 
Thank You for the way life’s trials can be used to strengthen our faith and 
shape our character. When we are in the midst of difficulty, help us to trust 
in Your purpose and find joy in the journey—knowing that You are leading 
us and that the plans You have for us are good. Fill us with perseverance, 
peace, and a deep confidence in Your love. 
 
It’s in Jesus’ name we pray. 
 
Amen! 
 
 
 
This devotional was inspired by a reflection from Our Daily Bread. It was 
created by our ministry, Wonderfully Made 2, to be used to spread the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to our nonspeaking population.   
 
Wonderfully Made 2 is a ministry of Mount Carmel Baptist Church, located 
at 367 Keans Neck Road in Seabrook, South Carolina. We teach 
nonspeakers, minimal speakers, and unreliable speakers the motor skills 
needed to point to letters on a letterboard so they can have a reliable form 
of communication. 
 
For more information about our church, visit us at: mcbcdale.org. 
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