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Such Glorious Knowledge 
By Charalene Goodwin 

 
This devotional was inspired by a reflection from Our Daily Bread. We 

thank God that His grace and mercy are renewed each morning, giving us 
a fresh start and the strength to face each day. 

 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/sneadsag/photos/a.352228394974575/1473156856215051/?_rdr  

 
2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

 
I must go on boasting, although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to 
visions and REVELATIONS from the Lord. I know a man in Christ who, 
fourteen years ago, was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in 
the body or out of the body, I do not know. God knows, and I know that this 
man, whether in the body, I do not know, but God knows. Was caught up to 
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PARADISE and heard inexpressible things, things that no one is permitted 
to tell. I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, 
except about my weaknesses. Even if I should choose to boast, I would not 
be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain so no one will 
think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say or because of these 
surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from 
becoming CONCEITED, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of 
Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away 
from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about 
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for 
Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
[SPELL]  BOASTING 
[SPELL]  WEAKNESSES 
[SPELL]  DIFFICULTIES 
[K] Which book of the Bible did this scripture come from? CORINTHIANS 
[K] From the text, the writer states, “I must go on boasting, although there is 
nothing to be ______.” GAINED 
[K] The writer of the text states, “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago was caught up to the third ______.” HEAVEN 
[K] What does the author say he will boast about himself? HIS WEAKNESS 
[K] What does the author of the text say he was given as a messenger of 
Satan to torment him? A THORN IN HIS FLESH 
[N] How many times did the author plead with the Lord to take the thorn 
from his flesh? 3 
[N] Which chapter from 2 Corinthians was this text taken from? 12 
[PK] Who was the author of this text? PAUL 
[SO] What is one of the things that the Lord said to the author after he 
asked him to take away the thorn in his flesh? MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT 
FOR YOU, FOR MY POWER IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS  
[K] Whose power did the author state would rest on him? CHRIST’S 
[SO] The author states that for Christ’s sake, he delights in several things.  
Name two of the things he mentions. WEAKNESSES, INSULTS, 
HARDSHIPS, PERSECUTIONS, DIFFICULTIES   
[K] The author writes, “For when I am weak, then I am ______.” STRONG 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNsUfB8Ga2s  

 
 

MEDIEVAL THEOLOGIAN THOMAS AQUINAS endured much to dedicate 
himself to a life of seeking God. His family IMPRISONED him for a year in 
an attempt to discourage him from joining the DOMINICAN order, a 
MONASTIC group dedicated to a life of simplicity, study, and preaching.  
After a lifetime of studying scripture and creation, and writing nearly 100 
volumes, Aquinas had such an intense experience of God that he wrote, “I 
can no longer write, for God has given me such glorious knowledge that all 
contained in my works are as straw.” He died only three months later. 
 
[SPELL]  ENDURED 
[SPELL]  ATTEMPT 
[SPELL]  CONTAINED 
[K] Who endured much to dedicate himself to a life of seeking God? 
THOMAS AQUINAS 
[K] Thomas’ family imprisoned him in an attempt to discourage him from 
joining what? DOMINICAN ORDER 
[SO] The Dominican order was dedicated to a life of three things. Name 
one of those things. SIMPLICITY, STUDY, PREACHING 
[N] How many volumes does it say Aquinas wrote? 100 
[O] What do you think Aquinas meant when he wrote, “I can no longer 
write, for God has given me such glorious knowledge that all contained in 
my works are as straw”? 
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The APOSTLE Paul described an experience from God so overwhelming 
that it was IMPOSSIBLE to put into words. He was “caught up to paradise 
and heard INEXPRESSIBLE things, things that no one is permitted to tell.”  
Because of these surpassingly great revelations, Paul was given an 
unidentified thorn in the flesh—a persistent struggle meant to keep him 
humble and dependent on God. When he pleaded for the thorn to be 
removed, the Lord responded: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness.” 
 
[SPELL]  EXPERIENCE 
[SPELL]  SURPASSINGLY 
[SPELL]  BECAUSE 
[K] According to the text, what was the title given to Paul? APOSTLE 
[K] Paul’s experience from God is described as so ______ that it was 
impossible to put into words. OVERWHELMING 
[K] Paul describes being caught up to paradise and hearing what type of 
things no one is permitted to tell. INEXPRESSIBLE 
[SO] According to the text, Paul was given his thorn in his flesh to do two 
things. Name one. TO KEEP HIM HUMBLE AND DEPENDENT ON GOD 
[O] God told Paul that his grace was sufficient for him and his power was 
made perfect in weakness. What do you think this means? 
[VAKT] Listen to this praise and worship song, “Grace in the Thorn.” Now 
give God all the praise in your own way. 
https://youtu.be/ozBu_T0jlNQ?si=uWupYe_oUL6iMbbs 
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The more we come to know God, the more we realize how impossible it is 
to fully express who He is. His glory is beyond the limits of our language 
and comprehension. When we can’t find the words, He is the Word. When 
we feel broken, His power is perfect. Whatever the condition was, he 
experienced Christ's power through his weakness. By God's grace, we can 
do the same. 
 
 
Let Us Pray 
 
Heavenly Father,​
 
Your greatness is beyond what words can express, yet Your grace meets 
us in our weakness. Teach us to rely on You fully, trusting that Your power 
will sustain us and shine through our lives.​
 
In Jesus' name we pray,​
 
Amen! 
 
 
 
This devotional was inspired by a reflection from Our Daily Bread. It was 
created by our ministry, Wonderfully Made 2, to be used to spread the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to our nonspeaking population.   
 
Wonderfully Made 2 is a ministry of Mount Carmel Baptist Church, located 
at 367 Keans Neck Road in Seabrook, South Carolina. We teach 
nonspeakers, minimal speakers, and unreliable speakers the motor skills 
needed to point to letters on a letterboard so they can have a reliable form 
of communication. 
 
For more information about our church, visit us at: mcbcdale.org. 
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